V.]             Bismarck on European Politics,            319

Conferences, but must accommodate to that eventuality our
attitude towards Austria's proposal to the Bund. Our
position would only become an awkward one were we to
take up a stand, here at the Bund, in the way of official
votes and declarations manifestly grounded upon the
assumption that we should be invited to the Congress, and
were then to find the door shut in our faces,, after having
disclosed what concessions we were inclined to make.
Should we resolve to accept the preliminaries and co-
operate in their maintenance, we must be certain before-
hand that we shall not be denied the opportunity for so
doing. For it would be an indignity, to which we could
not expose ourselves, that our decisions would assume the
character of a memorandum ad acta, or by a futile expression
of opinion, pronounced by us, as it were, en qualite
d'amateur . . . . The totality of Confederate States
considers itself sufficiently represented if Prussia participates
in the Congress, but not by Austria alone, as the latter has
interests and obligations in the matter of a private nature,
having nothing in common with those of Germany. If,
therefore, Prussia's participation be ensured, it will be easy
to pass (in Frankfort) a resolution satisfactory to Austria;
and half-a-dozen Notes respecting the contents of that
resolution will make no very great difference to our Most
Gracious Sovereign."

Perhaps the most interesting of all the documents of that
period is the private letter of Bismarck to Manteuffel,
dated April 26, 1856, treating of Prussia's political
situation, the prospects of a war in Italy, the probability of
a Franco-Russian Alliance, and the necessity of a proximate
struggle a entrance between the two great German
Powers. I select a few salient passages from this com-
prehensive document.